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the arc and pulling down 5.2 rebounds per game. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


The Big West announced on 
Monday that senior Nick Faust 
and junior Jewelyn Sawyer earned 
the conference’s men and wom- 
en’s Basketball Player of the Week 


Struc 


CSULB grads release 
second album. 


By KEVIN FLORES 
Arts & Life Editor 


Long Beach  noise/punk/post- 
punk/hardcore band Struckout re- 
cently released their sophomore LP 
“What You Deserve.” 

The Daily 49er caught up with 
Daniel Speer, bassist and vocalist, 
and James Goldmann, trumpeter and 
drummer, both of whom just hap- 
pen to be California State University, 
Long Beach alumni. 


How would you guys describe 
“What You Deserve” to someone 
who has never heard your music? 

Daniel Speer: It’s post-hardcore, 
noise rock stuff, in the vein of mew- 
ithoutYou, Mclusky, or early Modest 
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awards. 

Sawyer earned her first career 
conference player of the week award 
after a little over two seasons at 
Long Beach State. Faust also picked 
up his first weekly honor in the Big 
West, however this is only his third 
week playing in the conference. 
The six-foot-six guard’s only rec- 
ognition before transferring from 


| 
Jounny Romero | Dairy 49ER 
Senior guard Nick Faust is averaging 17 points per game, shooting 45.6 percent from behind 


leads the women’s team with seven rebounds a game. 


Maryland was a spot in the All 
ACC-Freshman team in 2012. 

The LBSU team’s star for- 
ward, Sawyer, averaged 14 points 
per game in two games this week 
against Pacific and Colorado. She 
shot 84.6 percent from the field 
over both games and totaled 14 
rebounds on her way to leading 
LBSU to a second consecutive 7-1 


start to a season. 

Faust played in twice as many 
games as Sawyer as the men’s team 
played four games in six days. He 
averaged 21.8 ppg in that stretch on 
51.7 percent shooting from the field 
and went 17 for 31 from behind 
the three-point line. Faust’s stel- 
lar numbers have led the 49ers to a 
5-5 record and has put them within 
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Ben HAmMMeERTON | Datty 49ER 


Junior forward Jewelyn Sawyer averages 12.1 ppg, shoots 53.6 percent from the field and 


LBSU wins both the men’s and women’s Big West Player of the Week awards. 


reach of pulling off upsets against 
Oklahoma State twice, San Diego 
State and UCLA. 

Both Sawyer and Faust are lead- 
ing their teams in scoring. Faust is 
the only player on the men’s team 
averaging in double digits (17 ppg) 
while Sawyer is leading her team in 
scoring (12.1 ppg) along with junior 
guard Raven Benton (10.3 ppg). 


out goes for a homerun 


Mouse. If I were to be more general, 
it’s punk music that’s trying to sound 
as big as it can, and tampering with 
the genre. 

James Goldmann: Noise rock is a 
good genre to toss us in. [Punk mu- 
sic website] AbsolutePunk said we 
were “Mclusky with Isaac Brock on 
vocals.” That’s probably the closest 
anyone has come to describing our 
sound. 


I read in another interview Daniel 
say it’s the album he wanted to make 
since he was 15. Why so? 

DS: Fifteen was the age where 
the idea that music was something 
I could do, an art form that I could 
participate in, solidified in my head. 
There was a shift from “that’s some- 
thing that other people do” to “that’s 
something I want to do.” This album’s 
the first time I felt like I accomplished 
what I set out to make. Every album, 
everything before this either fell 
apart when I tried to record it, suf- 
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fered from clumsy songwriting, or 
both. This is the first album that feels 
like a real accomplishment.” 


I noticed that there was more of 
an emphasis on song craft on this 
album, and yet you guys have man- 
aged to keep a lot of the raw ferocious 
energy that made “I'd Hate Me Too” 
so great. How did you strike a bal- 
ance between those two elements? 
Was it even a conscious thing? 

JG: “I'd Hate Me Too” was, per- 
sonally, an interesting record in that 
I barely had any time to prepare for 
it. I joined the band in February of 
2013, and we recorded that album in 
April. We just needed something out 
as quickly as possible, and I think 
that’s really apparent on the record. 
It’s inconsistent, like we were trying 
to be a bunch of different bands at the 
same time. 

DS: I can’t listen to “I'd Hate Me 
Too.” I can’t. ’m flattered that you 
like it, but I really can’t listen to that 


album without wanting to turn it off. 
There are less than a handful of songs 
that I think are good on it, songs that 
are really an indicator of what my 
songwriting can be, but for the most 
part, listening to that thing frustrates 
me. I’d just say we honed in on the 
few things that were good about the 
first album. The things we wanted to 
keep, and were worth keeping. It’s not 
necessarily that the music is more 
complex, it just knows what it is. 

JG: Yeah agreed. It’s pretty rough 
to me, too. I definitely think that, in 
some cases, we tried to write better 
versions of songs off that album. Like 
“Don’t Do What You Love” feels like 
a much better “Probably Not.” But 
songs like “Avoiding Parables” and 
“Polaroid” stuck around, and we still 
love playing those songs live. 


What are some of your non-musi- 
cal influences? 

DS: Junot Diaz is someone who 
greatly influenced me, in terms of 
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how to approach writing my lyrics, 
at least on the handful of songs that 
we talk about race or gender. He has 
an interview where he talks about 
writing about racism, that there’s this 
line you have to walk where if you just 
write a piece of media that has char- 
acters essentially saying ‘racism is 
bad because of such and such’ you're 
essentially preaching to the choir and 
creating a parable. It’s dishonest and 
doesn’t change the opinion of any- 
one who doesn’t already agree with 
you. Conversely, if you fail to address 
systemic oppression in your media, 
that’s a statement about yourself, your 
values, and I think, especially if you 
come from a place of privilege (like 
myself), a lack of empathy. In terms 
of that first part especially, when it 
comes to politics, a lot of punk mu- 
sic is really ham-fisted. To me, when 
a lot of artists talk about these polit- 


see STRUCKOUT, page 5 
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Analysis: 
‘Trump's 
ban on 
Muslims 
is more of 
same 


Once more, with his unparalleled 
ability to provoke, the unsinkable 
Donald Trump has thrust himself to 
the fore of the 2016 presidential cam- 
paign, stoking a fierce debate over 
immigration, tolerance and the best 
means to fight terrorism. 

The latest discord grew out of a 
two-paragraph statement Monday 
in which the Republican hopeful 
ignored legal niceties and hallowed 
tradition and called for “a total and 
complete shutdown of Muslims” en- 
tering the United States — in effect, 
imposing a religious test for people 
setting foot in America. 

“Large segments of the Muslim 
population” are driven by a blind 
hatred, Trump said, and until and 
unless “we are able to determine and 
understand this problem and the 
dangerous threat it poses,” mem- 
bers of the Islamic faith must be kept 
from the country indefinitely. 

The response was immediate and, 
by now, predictable. 

Supporters cheered. Critics, in- 
cluding some fellow GOP candidates, 
sputtered in outrage. And Trump, 
pushing the political debate far be- 
yond the usual bounds of discourse, 
booked a new round of high-profile 
media appearances. 

The raw, exclusionary language, 
delivered unapologetically by a can- 
didate of Trump’s prominence, is 
without parallel in recent political 
history. 

Other presidential aspirants have 
used coded language to appeal to 
prejudice, or demonized their targets 
from the margin as protest candi- 
dates. Trump, however, is the leader 
in national Republican polls, giving 
him a platform that, together with 
his genius for self-promotion, brings 
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attention no other candidate can 
match. 

His blandly titled manifesto — 
“Donald J. Trump Statement on 
Preventing Muslim Immigration” 
— was just the latest provocation ina 
steady heating up of rhetoric focused 
on immigrants in general and Mus- 
lims specifically. It began with his 
June campaign launch when Trump 
claimed Mexico was shipping rapists 
over the U.S. border. 

Since the terrorist attacks in Paris 
and San Bernardino, Calif., Trump 
has shifted his emphasis to what he 
has described as the existential threat 
to the country from Islamic terror- 
ists. 

Over the weekend, he said that 
at least some Muslims in the U.S. 
should be “tracked,” and he previ- 
ously suggested that the U.S. should 
consider requiring Muslims to regis- 
ter in a national database. 

What was different from past con- 
troversies — over his disparagement 
of John McCain’s POW years, insult- 
ing political opponents, demeaning 
women (he suggested Fox’s Megyn 
Kelly was menstruating and, thus, 
unbalanced while helping moderate 
the first GOP debate) — was that 
few, if any, this time were predicting 
Trump’s political demise. Too many 
earlier obituaries have proved pre- 
mature. 

“T don’t think anything will hurt 
him for at least another four or five 
weeks, when there’s a chance voters 
will start asking a different question,” 
said Stuart Rothenberg, publisher of 
a nonpartisan guide to the nation’s 
politics. “Instead of saying, “Who's 
interesting, who’s entertaining?’ they 
may start asking themselves, “Who 
do I want as president?’ ” 

But until then, Rothenberg said, 
anything that antagonizes members 
of the political establishment, up- 


-sets media pundits or riles Trump's 


opponents will only enhance the 
billionaire’s appeal among his con- 
stituency of the angry and aggrieved. 

Trump detractors were quick to 
pile on Monday, with some unspar- 
ing language of their own. 

“Unhinged,” Jeb Bush, the former 
Florida governor and Republican 
presidential hopeful, said of Trump 
in a tweet. “Ridiculous,” New Jersey 
Gov. Chris Christie said in a radio 
interview. 

“It's outrageous. It’s un-Amer- 
ican,” said Ibrahim Hooper, a na- 
tional spokesman for the Council 
on American-Islamic Relations in 
Washington. “This rhetoric contrib- 
utes to rising bigotry and each and 
every day this type of language hurts 


our country.” 

President Barack Obama’s dep- 
uty national security adviser, Ben 
Rhodes, called Trump’s statement 
“totally contrary to our values as 
Americans” and said it would hurt 
USS. efforts to fight terrorism. 

The Islamic State terrorist group 
“wants to frame this as a war be- 
tween the United States and Islam. 
And if we look like we're applying a 
religious test to who comes into the 
country, we're sending the message 
that essentially we’re embracing that 
frame,” Rhodes said in a CNN inter- 
view. 

Weighing in after a meeting with 
Muslim leaders outside Washing- 
ton, Homeland Security Secretary 
Jeh Johnson said, “We must not vil- 
ify American Muslims. We must not 
throw a net of suspicion over Amer- 
ican Muslims or any other religion.” 

But Trump’s willingness to flout 
what he terms “political correctness” 
and say things other candidates 
would not is precisely what attracts 
many of his supporters. 

At a raucous Monday night rally 
in South Carolina, Trump shrugged 
off the bipartisan criticism. “I don’t 
care,” he said to roars of approval. 
“We have to do it.” 

Repugnant as some may find 
it, Trump’s rhetoric recalls some 
less-celebrated chapters in American 
history. 

In the 1870s, anti-immigrant fer- 
vor resulted in passage of federal 
legislation — the Chinese Exclusion 
Act — which greatly curtailed Chi- 
nese immigration for more than half 
a century. 

Calls to exclude Jews from the 
U.S. were common from the 1890s 
through World War II, preventing 
tens of thousands of refugees from es- 
caping Nazi-occupied Europe. Many 
eventually died in the Holocaust. 

During, the war, President Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt, prodded by Califor- 
nia political leaders, ordered more 
than 100,000 Japanese-Americans 
removed from their homes and 
placed in internment camps. 

The likelihood of Trump’s an- 
ti-Muslim proposal becoming U.S. 
policy seems exceedingly slim, even 
if he won the White House. It would 
require an act of Congress and far 
more political support than was ev- 
ident Monday. 

The question is what lasting im- 
pact his inflammatory rhetoric will 
have on the GOP as it struggles to 
broaden its appeal beyond its core 
constituency of older white voters. 

— Mark Z. Barabak and Kurtis Lee, 
Los Angeles Times, TNS 


Scholarship 
changes 
cause 
mixed 
opinions 
Students reflect 
the changes to 


the President’s 
Scholars program. 


By JORDAN DANIELS 
Staff Writer 


In November, California 
State University, Long Beach’s 
President, Jane Close Conoley 
announced upcoming changes 
to the 20-year-old President’s 
Scholar Program that will take 
place fall 2016. 

According to Valerie Bor- 
deaux, the director of the 
President’s Scholar program, 
the changes will impact in- 
coming freshmen, opening the 
program to all high-academic 
achieving students. 

In the previous years, pres- 
ident scholarships required 
applicants to have been their 
high school’s valedictorian, 
in addition to stellar academ~ 
ic standing, to be considered 
for the scholarship. For fall 
2016, admitted scholars will 
be awarded scholarships based 
upon academic standing, fi- 
nancial need and other crite- 
ria as well as admission to the 
university honors program. 

As a separate entity from 
the president scholars, the 
university honors program’s 
admission was optional for re- 
cipients of the scholarship. In 
fall 2016, the two will combine 
into one, and admittance to 
the honors program will be a 
result of the scholarship. 

“Blending the president 
scholarships with the uni- 
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versity honors program will 
expand the rewards for more 
high achieving students,” Bor- 
deaux said. 

Reactions to the program 
changes have been mixed 
among some of the president 
scholar recipients. 

“I really appreciated the ex- 
clusivity the program offered,” 
said Alexis Wildman, cellular 
and molecular biology major. 
“It’s a very personalized ap- 
proach to college, so I feel that 
when President Conoley talks 
about expanding the program 
it is going to become less ex- 
clusive and less personal.” 

While the opportunity aims 
to be opened up to more stu- 
dents, the result is that the 
scholarships will provide less 
money to each individual so it 
can provide for more students 
overall. Wildman fears that 
students, like her sister, who 
applied for fall 2016 admission 
at CSULB and is on the route 
to be a valedictorian, will re- 
ceive fewer benefits from the 
program than she did. 

Many students agree that 
the expansion of resources 
for more students is a good 
idea, but some feel that new 
programs should be installed 
rather than expanding the 
president’s scholarships. How- 
ever, there are also some stu- 
dents who welcome the up- 
coming changes. 

“The school has almost 
40,000 students,” said Nicolas 
Olenslager-Orton, business 
econonomics major. “The 
scholarship only reaches about 
100 students, so how do you 
make it worthwhile for the 
other thousands of students. 
The: expansion-wants to reach 
more leading students who 
can have a bigger impact on 
the campus, which I think is 
great.” 

According to Orton, CSULB 
is a choice school for many 
students and by expanding the 
program to reach more stu- 
dents. The long-term benefit 
will be higher academia of the 
student body. 

Some updated changes are 
already reflected on the pres- 
ident’s scholar site and future 
information will be released as 
the program decides it. 

“Change is scary,” Bordeaux 
said. “But change is inevita- 
ble.” 


ZOt OPiens: 


rity.audit.money.finances.majors.department.professors, 


schedule.work.paycheck.taxes.budgetcuts.news.media life. 


sex.entertainment.relationship.need.politics.government. 


politics. learn.presidential.candidates.celebrity.technology. 


family.tests.life.publicschool.tuition.personal.education.books. 


health.science.sex.entertainment.relationship.need.poli- 
tics.government.emaill opedD49er@gmail.com 


AN OPINION ? 


EMAIL OPED D49ER@GMAIL.CODMI 


NE X, S CityD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


Sean O Neal opens the Winter Festival Concert on a 68-rank Moller pipe organ with the song, “Ukrainian Bell Carol” at the First Congregational Church of Long Beach Saturday. 
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Sounds of the season 


PHOTOS AND STORY BY ARIANA SAWYER 
Contributing Writer 


s lights dimmed and the eerie notes of the towering pipe organ began to play, 
listeners fell silent as music filled the sanctuary. 
This marked the beginning of the annual Winter Festival Concert at the 
First Congregational Church of Long Beach on Saturday. 
Students and faculty from the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music at Long 
Beach State’s College of the Arts performed in the historic sanctuary this weekend. The con- 


People line up in front of the First Congregational Church of Long Beach on 


Saturday. 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stoter Bras. Shopping Center {Spring St. 
& Pais Yerde Ave.}°A value frame with single vision plastic fenses 
{sph 4, cy! 3}. A valid current student 1D must be presented ot the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


Cedar Avenue 


$99 SPECIAL 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
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™ cert included ¢lassics “I’l Bé Home For Christmas” performed by the Forty-Niner Chorus and 


contemporary pieces such as “This Christmas” by Jazz and Tonic. An edgy take on “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas” was showcased as “The Twelve Days After Christmas,” where one student 
pretended to faint from the idea of raunchy lyrics being sung in a church. 

The sanctuary later dimmed the lights to highlight the golden sound of Pacific Bells per- 
forming a rendition of “The First Noel.” 

Over 200 singers participated in the performance, including the University Choir, Chamber 
Choir, Women’s Chorus, Pacific Standard Time, Brass Ensemble and guest performer Sean 
O’Neal on the 68-rank Moller pipe organ. 

The weekend concert was held as a holiday tradition, with CSULB Bob Cole Conservatory of 
Music students and faculty performing at the church for the 36th year. 


Students from the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music at California State University, Long Beach's 
College of the Arts sing at the First Congregational Church of Long Beach. 
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Flocked trees fit in with a trend in white for Christmas. 


New trees and lights for making merry 


As with many artificial things in our virtu- 
al-reality world, they look more and more real 
all the time. 

And that includes Christmas trees, which 
take in not only the “idealized evergreen — 
branches perfectly spaced and of uniform 
length — but also Charlie Brown look-alikes of 
wispy needles and random placement. 

Thank technology, which also gives us in- 
novations in lights that include projectors that 
cast images of snow or kaleidoscopic colors 
on the side of a house and icicles that appear 
to be melting along the eaves. And more and 
more bulbs are battery-operated, taking lights 
to areas of Christmas decorating where they’ve 
never been before. 

And because lights so often are already at- 
tached to artificial trees, you can hardly shop 
for one without shopping for the other these 
days. Bulb sizes and shapes range from micro 
to mini to globe, and incandescents still can be 
found among the strands of the newer, brighter 
LEDs. 

All the innovations — from type of bulb to 
solid vs. flashing to color-changing vs. solid 
to battery vs. electric to timer vs. off-and-on 
switch — mean it’s important to read labels on 
packaging to make sure you're buying what you 
want. 

Here are some of the trends to look for — and 
look out for — in the holiday decorating land- 


scape of 2015. 
THE LIGHTS THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ 


Lowe’s has several models of trees whose 
lights can be changed from clear to multicol- 
ored or can go back and forth between the two. 

Icicle lights aren’t just those strings of weep- 
ing mini-lights anymore but also take on a 
solid icicle appearance, with lights that can 
have the effect of dripping or flashing. Again, 
be sure the bulb provides the kind of light you 
want. Reading reviews online of a product can 
help if you aren’t sure. 

And while the brilliant LED bulbs are the 
cool-to-the-touch, energy-conserving wonder, 
you can still find incandescent trees and strings 
of lights, which are less expensive but don’t last 
as long. “Most people go toward the LED,” said 
Shawn McCormick of Lowe’s. “That’s what 
most of our lights are going to. We only have 
one bay of incandescents.” 

Among solid-color lights, blue is popular 
this year, McCormick said. Strings of lights 
and projectors of blue lights were the first to 
be sold this year, he said. There also are icicle 
lights that are blue, Jessica Knott of Lowe’s said. 

When it comes to picking out an artificial 
tree, the more tips and more lights are on it, the 
fuller it looks. “It looks more like a real tree,” 
McCormick said. This also increases the price. 

And, yes, the upside-down tree is still 
around. 
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One of McCormick’s customers recently 
asked for a “Real Feel” tree, indicating how 
far artificial trees have come from being obvi- 
ously plastic. In picking its best artificial trees 
for 2015, Good Housekeeping found a 7 1/2- 
foot balsam fir that has true green color and a 
natural sweep to its branches. It also includes 
a plug-in for the tree topper, a foot pedal for 
turning the lights off and on and two zip-up 
bags for storage (at balsamhill.com, $999). The 
online Balsam Hill sells trees in three catego- 
ries of “realism”: most realistic, realistic and 
traditional (made of PVC). 

Projectors that project lights on the house or 
a tree make easy work of decorating and have 
been popular this year, McCormick said. 

There also are some solar options, McCor- 
mick said. 

BATTERY-POWERED 

Improvements in the life and look of bat- 
tery-operated lights mean that if you've ever 
regretted not being able to light up a wreath 
because you didn’t want a cord dangling off of 
it or your mantel was dark because there was 
no outlet nearby, you now have lots of options. 

You can find tiny lights on wire strands 
for indoors and regular-sized lights on heavy 
cords for outdoors. You can find battery-oper- 
ated garlands of pine cones, candles and stars. 
Twinkling lights and steady lights. Clear or 
multicolored. Short lengths and long yardages. 
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Mike Hutmacher | Wichita Eagle | TNS 


Karla Binns of Roo Grayson always carries 
strings of battery-operated lights, but “they’re 
not real bright, so I always double-string,” us- 
ing the longer lengths, she said. 

Some lights and, more often, battery-oper- 
ated candles come with timers, so be sure you 
want that feature rather than a simple off-and- 
on switch, though you can always override the 
timer by turning it off and on when you want it. 

All of these new options mean you have to be 
especially careful about reading labels. Look to 
see whether they are electric or battery-oper- 
ated. If they say twinkling, be sure the look is 
what you want; often, flashing is what you get. 
Be sure the lights say “for outdoor use” if you 
intend to use them in the elements. 


SNOWY AND WHITE 

In local home decor shops, Christmas trends 
are already borrowing on Sherwin Williams’ 
color of the year for 2016: white. 

You can see it in flocked trees and in sim- 
ple white birch branches tucked in all over the 
place, whether upright in a basket or vertical 
on a mantel. 

White or flocked artificial trees are part 
of a natural look that’s big now, Binns of Roo 
Grayson said. 

“Grapevines, berries are huge, greens and 
whites and the champagne color ... snow and 
ice. I mix it all together,” she said. 

— Annie Calovich, The Wichita Eagle, TNS 
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Struckout band members bassist Daniel Speer and drummer James Goldman perform on stage. 


STRUCKOUT 


continued from page 1 


ical topics in their work, it’s almost like that 
artist is looking for approval among their 
peers, rather than trying to create any social 
change. I don’t know. I kind of went on a tan- 
gent here. Whoops. 

I’m very much a fan of the movie “Ed 
Wood,” and the person. I like the idea of 
someone being incredibly passionate, having 
a concrete and grandiose artistic vision, and 
then, once that person’s artistic vision is re- 
alized, it’s critically and commercially seen 
as a complete failure. I feel a kinship with the 
director’s blind optimism and passion. 

A lot of the artwork for this album, at least 
the art made by my girlfriend Sophia Zard- 
ers, is inspired by 70s advertisements. The 
bizarre composition of a lot of these ads, the 
ways the notion of success is portrayed, it’s 
all stuff that we thought was interesting, and 
fit with the ideas behind the album. A lot of 
what the album has to do with is success, fail- 
ure, and the value of art. That’s all I’ll say 
about that, you can read more into the lyrics 
if you want to. 

JG: I'm constantly fascinated with inter- 
cultural and interpersonal communication, 
discourse, literacy, things like that. How 
your world adapts around the environment 
you grew up in, versus the one you live in 
now, versus where you will be in 5 years. 
Analyzing all the influences of everyone 
who has ever made an impact in your life - 
your family, teachers, roommates, friends, 
etc.—and how you have to change yourself 
when you meet new people, or move into a 
discourse that you don’t fully understand. I 

went through that after joining Struckout, 
moving from the metal scene to the punk 
scene. The way I talked to people changed. 
The way I listened to music changed. 


How did you guys meet? 

JG: [We met at] Parkside Dining Hall in 
very early 2013. I got promoted and moved 
from Beachside to there. Daniel worked there 
too and asked me if I knew any drummers, 
and at first I said I knew a few people that 
I could ask, but then I remembered that I 
played a little in high school and might still 
be able to. I didn’t have a kit, though, so Mar- 
cus (the guitarist on “I’d Hate Me Too”) let 
me borrow his until I found my old one in the 
garage. I thought my parents had sold it for 
the longest time. 

DS: Yeah, I met James back when we both 
worked at the dining hall and I was looking 
for a drummer. Ian, the guitar player on the 
album, we met after our guitarist that was 
leaving, Marcus, posted an ad on craigslist. 
We saw Josue, our current guitar player, play 
a show we were on with his folk punk band 
King Satan. We had a show at Bridgetown 
DIY in La Puente where the person who had 
the key to the space never showed up. No one 
showed up to see us either, so it’s not like it 
was a huge loss, but it’s still pretty demoral- 
izing to drive for an hour, only to be locked 
out of a space. I remember liking King Sa- 

tan, but it wasn’t till a year later that one of 
our friends told us that Josue played electric 
guitar as well. 

JG: That was a pretty rough night. The 
other bands drove all the way from Northern 
California the same day, I think from Fresno, 
and the dude never showed up or promoted 
the show at all. I don’t think he works with 
Bridgetown anymore. I also think that might 
have been Ian’s first ‘show’ with us, too. 
Good times. 


Jesus Ambrosio [our Radio Editor] wants 
to know if youll play “Television Shows” at 
your next show? (This question is specifical- 
ly for Daniel). 

DS: Haha, I love Jesus, but nah man. Nah. 
It ain’t happening. We maybe played that 


song four times live? It’s great that you like 
it, but nah man. 
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Struckout’s new album “What You Deserve” can be purchased on their Bandcamp 


website or at local record stores. 


JG: I’ve tried to revive that song countless 
times. That one and “Wayne Coyne.” They’re 
fun! But it ain’t gonna happen. 

On that note, do you have any shows 
scheduled in or around Long Beach in the 
near future? 


DS: Our next show is on January 9th at 
Programme Skate and Sound in Fullerton. 
Thanks for the interview! 

Struckout’s new album “What You De- 
serve” can be purchased on their Bandcamp 
website or at fine record stores near you. 
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The hype awakens 


Watch the Star Wars 
Duracell commercial 
67 more times before 
you justify that 
ticket purchase. 


Ross SIEV 
Staff Writer 


ry to imagine that I 

am slowly moving my 

hand from left to right 

as I say these words: 

“You don’t need to get 
too hyped for the upcoming Star 
Wars film.” 

To be honest, I consider the Star 
Wars franchise to be the pinnacle 
of mainstream geek popularity. 
But at some point, I do consider a 
massive amount of people sudden- 
ly like Star Wars because of all the 


hype. %y 


The hype train for the upcoming 


release of the seventh installment 
of Star Wars “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” isn’t even a train at all. 
It’s a spaceship. 

And it’s hyperdriving straight to 
the movie theater. 

There’s no doubt that this film 
will make a billion dollars within 
the first two weeks. If that doesn’t 
happen, I will dance the Star Wars 
tune on the corner of East Ather- 


: Dewayne Bevit | ORLANDO SENTINEL | TNS 
A model of the Millennium Falcon is on display at the new Star Wars Launch Bay attraction at Disney 
Hollywood Studios on Dec. I in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 4 


Road for two hours. 

But I have to ask myself, are we 
expecting way too much from the 
film? 

Don’t get me wrong, having the 
film moving onto a capable direc- 
tor and writing team is great, but 


George Lucas was given too 
much credit for the Star Wars 
franchise, so there was a lot to be 
expected from the prequel series 
when it was first announced. After 
all, it has been 20 years since “Re- 
turn of the Jedi” came out. 


I first saw “The Phantom Men- 
ace” when I was six. At that time, 
I thought Jar Jar Binks was the 
greatest character ever crafted. 

Well, I was.a kid back then. I 
didn’t care about anything else 
other than the action, which it 


—— ( JPINIONS 


focus primarily upon. 

I can’t say “The Force Awak- 
ens” could be any similar to “The 
Phantom Menace”, but considering 
from the information released so 
far, some of the plot is similar to 
“A New Hope”. 

In the beginning, Jedi Knights 
find themselves on a desert planet. 
They meet Han Solo, a rogue 
smuggler, on that planet. They 
escape from a Sith Lord, the evil 
antithesis, in the Millennium 
Falcon. A rebel base is on a forest 
planet that’s going to be under 
attack from the Sith. The Rebels 
mounted an attack on the Sith’s 
superweapon. Jedis and rebels 
succeed. Roll credits. 

It’s like poetry. It rhymes. 

J.J. Abrams, the chosen director 
of “The Force Awakens”, turned 
Star Trek around by changing it : 
into great action films with a lot of 
great fidelity, and it helped rein- 
vigorate interest in the franchise, 
which could be said the same for 
Star Wars. _ i 

But thanks to all of the market- 
ing and the overall fact that the 
marketing has been out of pro- 
portion, the hype may be a bit too 
much. Much like “Star Trek: Into 
Darkness,” he might be playing 
safe with “The Force Awakens” by 
retreading similar grounds just to 
appease new and old fans. 

Even if “The Force Awakens” 
turns out to be the next best Star 
Wars of our time, will it change 
how we see cinema today? Proba- 
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EXTRA! EXTRA! 


The Daily 49er needs a new 
newspaper Carrier. 


Apply today for 
the Spring 2016 
Semester 


Must be willing to work early mornings. 

Must have a-California drivers license. 
Contact beverly.munson@csulb.edu 
for more information. 
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35. Employment Opportunites 


Needed part-time student to help manage real 
estate. Office located at 1945 Palo Verde Av- 
enue, $15 per hour, or more for a tech savvy 
person, flexible hours. 602-380-8080 


54. Apts. for Rent 


Stunning Kitchen & Bath, Stainless 
Appliances 


Highly Upgraded 1/Bed 1/Bath Approx 
650 sq located in the heart Alamitos 
Beach. 


Call or text Brian at (949) 466-2011 


Earn extra money this holiday 
season working part-time for 
wivirv). High-paying, great 
resume experience. Call now to 
learn more: 562.731.0751 
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Ma MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Sophomores Justin Bibbins and Roschon Prince run down the floor in LBSU’s win over New Mexico State on Saturday, Dec. 5, inside the Walter Pyramid. 


gers Showing signs of life 


LBSU’s latest 
performances 
indicate the team 

is ready to get 

back to the NCAA 
Tournament after 
missing out the past 
three years. 


By JosH CAUDILL 
Staff Writer 


The 49ers men’s basketball team 
may be 5-5 but there is no reason for 
Long Beach State fans to panic. 

In fact, there are plenty of reasons 


to be optimistic about the remainder 
of the season and look ahead at that 
NCAA Tournament. 

With what is considered the 
toughest out of conference schedule 
in the nation, LBSU head coach Dan 
Monson never expected his team to 
go undefeated. However, the 49ers 
have been in every single game with 
the exception of the 35-point loss to 
the currently ranked No.10 Virginia 
Cavaliers. They were within a couple 
of breaks from winning against Okla- 
homa State twice, San Diego State 
and UCLA. These were all games they 
were in until the final seconds. 

The 49ers have wins over BYU, 
Seton Hall, Colorado State and a New 
Mexico State team that has been to 
the NCAA Tournament the last four 
years and boasts the third leading 
scorer-in the country. With games 
against Duke and Arizona in the 
horizon, there is no doubt that LBSU 
will be battle-tested. 


My, WOMEN’S BASKETBALL PREVIEW 


Women’s 
basketball 


Who: San Francisco (7-2) 
When: Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 7 
p.m. 

Where: Walter Pyramid 


Need to know: Long Beach 
State leads the all-time series 
against the Dons, 7-3. Both 
teams met on the court last 
season with LBSU coming 
away with a 70-58 victory 
on Dec. 7, 2014, at the Wal- 


The emergence of fifth-year senior 
Nick Faust has shown that Monson 
has a star in his grasps. The Maryland 
transfer has racked up stats in the past 
two weeks while finding his stroke 
from behind the arc and managing to 
always deliver at least one momentum 
building dunk per game. 

Faust has put up double-digits in 
the scoring column every game this 
season. He’s averaging 17 points per 
game, but over the course of the last 
week’s schedule of four games in six 
days, Faust scored 20 against San 
Diego State, 27 at Colorado State, 

16 against New Mexico State and 24 
points at UCLA. During that stretch, 
he has hit 17 three-pointers, which 

is more than his previous six games 
combined. 

That leads us to another point: 
LBSU has found its identity. This is a 
great three-point shooting team. Over 
the last five games, the 49ers have hit 
55 three-pointers for an average of 11 


ter Pyramid. The 49ers have 
won the last three match- 
ups against the Dons and 
San Francisco hasn't beaten 
LBSU since 2004. 


That being said, this sea- 
sons Dons, like the 49ers, 


per game. On Saturday, they knocked 
down 14 three-pointers against the 
Aggies. 

Justin Bibbins, A.J. Spencer, Travis 
Hammonds, Noah Blackwell and 
Branford Jones are all threats from 
the outside. Hammonds has been 
one of the biggest surprises thus far 
as he’s a power forward who can 
hit from the outside or put it on the 
floor and take it to the rack. Monson 
said that after facing Virginia in the 
Charleston Classic, that Virginia head 
coach Tony Bennett said Hammonds 
was the one changing up game plans 
for opposing teams because of his 
versatility. 

After losing point guard and 
team-leader Mike Caffey last year, 
many expected a huge drop off at the 
point guard position, but sopho- 
more point guard Bibbins is proving 
those doubters wrong. He has a 
feel for this team. He’s a feisty, tiny 
package of dynamite that can find 


have seven wins on the 
season already. They are 
also riding a five game 
winning streak into Tues- 
day’s matchup. Without a 
doubt, San Francisco's big- 
gest weapon is senior Tay- 
lor Proctor. The six-foot 
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guys anywhere on the floor and isn’t 
afraid to take and knock down big 
shots at any moment of the game. 
He’s averaging nine points and six 
assists per game and he’s shooting 50 
percent from behind the arc in the 
last five games. 

If you're going to make it deep into 
March, you'll go as far as your point 
guard will take you. 

Monson has already got his team 
prepared for the tournament with 
the Charleston Classic and schedul- 
ing several games in short periods 
of time against opponents that are 
much better than anyone they will 
face in the Big West tournament 
come March. 

So fret not 49er fans, because LBSU 
is better than their record shows. 
With the talent they have on the 
roster, they will have a chance to win 
the conference and get back to the 
NCAA tournament for the first time 
in four years. 


forward ranks fifth in the 
nation with 24.3 points per 
game. She also leads the 
Dons with 9.8 rebounds 
and 1.3 blocks per game; 
she ranks second on the 
team with 1.7 steals and 
third with three assists. 


